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A wave of outrage at Israel’s 
genocide in the Occupied 
Territories is sweeping the world. 

This wave has forced one 
government after another to speak 
out against Israel and its number 
one supporter, the United States. 

Hours before US secretary of 
state Colin Powell touched down 
in the Moroccan capital Rabat, a 
million people took to the streets 
in protest. They chanted: “Sharon 
assassin! Bush his dog!”. 

Leading figures in the Euro¬ 
pean anti-capitalist movement like 
Jose Bove have joined a growing 
number of Western activists 
inside the Occupied Territories. 

Every Arab regime has now 
publicly distanced itself from 
America. The European Parlia¬ 
ment has recommended that its 


member states should impose 



sanctions on Israel. 

The media have been portray¬ 
ing Bush as a peacemaker, 
“pressuring” Israel to stop the 
massacres of civilians. 


Continues on bottom of page 2 


Part of the 500-strong 
march in Auckland on April 6. 






Increased industrial action is 
the way to solve teacher crisis 



Auckland teachers on strike 


Teacher shortage crisis 


By DAVID COLYER 

Secondary school teachers 
around the country have been 
using various forms of industrial 
action to try and force the 
government to give then an 
acceptable contract offer. 

Teachers in Auckland have 
been at the forefront of this ac¬ 
tion, adding regional rostering off 
to the nation-wide action. 

John Minto, a teacher at 
Tangaroa College in Otara, South 
Auckland told Socialist Worker 
that since the government's last 
offer was rejected, there has been 
a “a hardening up of attitude” 
among Auckland teachers. 

There is a rumour that the gov¬ 
ernment may try and break the 
union by offering some teachers 
individual contracts. 

As John also points out, teach¬ 
ers are one of the last groups of 
workers with a single, national 
collective agreement. 

He hopes that the secondary 
teacher’s struggle will inspire 
other workers to fight for more 
too. 

Auckland teachers have 
shown how to increase the pres¬ 
sure on the government. 

John Minto believes that the 
region’s actions had “hardened 
up the national action”. 

Next term, “there has to be an 
escalation of activity,” he says. 


The teacher’s contract expired 
one year ago. Yet the Labour-led 
government—which says it cares 
about the quality of education 
and about workers—has yet to 
come up with an offer teachers 
can accept. 

The teachers’ demands aren’t 
just about making their lives 
easier, although that should be 
reason enough. The fact is our 
secondary schools are in crisis. 

At the start of the year schools 
around the country were offi¬ 
cially 272 teachers short. 

Teachers are leaving the pro¬ 


fession or going overseas. 

This exodus is driven by a 
combination of factors. 

Large amounts of work out¬ 
side the classroom. This is about 
to get worse with the extra paper¬ 
work involved with the new Na¬ 
tional Certificate of Educational 
Achievement. 

Low pay. Teachers pay has 
been falling in real terms for 
years. The government wants to 
continue this trend and is offer¬ 
ing “increases” that are less that 
the rate of inflation. 

Teachers’ jobs have also got 


tougher over the last two decades, 
as they have to deal with the 
problems of an increasing 
number of children growing up in 
poverty. 

The only way to solve these 
problems is to properly fund our 
education system. That should 
start with increasing teachers’ pay 
and reducing their work load. 

It is clear that the government 
will not do this voluntarily. 


WHAT WE THINK 


Stepping up industrial 
action is the best way for 
teachers to put pressure on 
the government. 

Teachers also enjoy 
substantial public support. 
Mobilising this—for exam¬ 
ple by calling a public 
demonstration at a time 
when other workers could 
attend—would make it 
harder for the government 
to resist teachers' demands. 

The lobby of the Labour 
Party conference (see page 
4) is a good opportunity for 
teachers and their support¬ 
ers to make their voices 
heard. 


From page 1 

But it’s a media myth. The fact is, without 
American support Israel would not be able to 
continue its war. 

At the start of every year the American 
government gives Israel $6.8 billion worth of 
“aid”. From M-16 rifles to F-16 jets, most of 
Israel’s millitary hardware is supplied by the 
US. 

Weeks of escalating protests around New 
Zealand against Israel’s onslaught have 
forced a policy shift from Labour. 

Over a hundred people protested in Wel¬ 
lington on April 2, marching from the Israeli 
embassy to the US embassy. Again and again 
they demanded Israel to “Stop killing our kids!” 

On April 4, an open letter to Helen Clark 
was sent by 26 community leaders, creative 
artists and academics including CTU presi¬ 
dent Ross Wilson, author Witi Ihimaera and 
radical academic Jane Kelsey. 


“Whilst we unreservedly condemn bomb¬ 
ing attacks on Israeli civilians”, it said, “we 
believe that a major responsibility for the cur¬ 
rent crisis lies with the government of Prime 
Minister Ariel Sharon.” 

Two days later, 500 people marched to 
the US consulate in Auckland. 

Chants of “Free, free Palestine”, “Israel 
out” and “Sharon, Sharon what do you say?, 
How many kids have you killed today?” rang 
out in Auckland streets. 

Hundreds more demonstrated in Auckland 
and Wellington on April 9. 

In the wake of these protests, foreign min¬ 
ister Phil Goff for once shifted his fire away 
from Palestinian “terrorism”. 

“We cannot condone what Israel is doing 
on the West Bank”, he said. “New Zealand is 
calling for the immediate withdrawal from the 
West Bank of Israeli military forces.” 

This policy shift and the mounting inter¬ 
national condemnations will help strengthen 


the suspicions of hundreds of thousands of 
New Zealanders that Israel is to blame for 
the Middle East violence. 

“Our own governments, and those of most 
of the rest of the world, will only react to pub¬ 
lic pressure”, say the Wellington Palestine 
Group and Students for Justice in Palestine. 

Now’s the time to tap the growing support 
for the Palestinians. We need mass protests 
to apply that pressure and force our govern¬ 
ment to impose sanctions on Israel. 

The next major focus for protests will be 
the International Day of Action Against War 
and Racism on April 20. 

Then we’ll have the chance to take the 
message direct to Helen Clark at a lobby of 
the Labour Party conference in Wellington 
next month. 

• For more info on April 20, see back 
page. For more on the lobby of Labour’s 
conference, see page 4 
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WHAT WE THINK 


No friendship with madman Bush 


Prime minister Helen Clark’s visit to the US 
was focused on building a closer 
“friendship” with the US that will benefit NZ 
business. 

The basis of this new found friendship is that 
NZ SAS troops and planes are helping the US 
kill people in Afghanistan. 

Bush’s government are committed to wag¬ 
ing a “war without end” and are seriously con¬ 
sidering using nuclear weapons. 

Helen Clark says that she is very proud of 
Aotearoa’s nuclear free policy. 

But she wants to be “very, very, very good 
friends” with these nuclear-powered war 
mongers. 

Instead of condemning their insane war 
plans, Clark begged the US government to put 
a “quarantine” around the nuclear free issue 
and resume closer military ties. 

Clark says that New Zealand will not sup¬ 
port American and British plans to attack Iraq, 
because Iraq was not involved in the Septem¬ 
ber 11 attacks. 

That’s a victory for the anti-war movement 
in Aotearoa. 

But if our government doesn’t support the 
war against Iraq, what are they doing to pre¬ 
vent it? Nothing. 

They’re helping the US continue the war in 
Afghanistan and will consider sending NZ 
troops to attacks other countries that have 
groups the US says are linked to Osama Bin 
Laden’s network. 

The “glittering prize” that Clark’s government 
hopes to gain for New Zealand business, by 
being friends with America, is a free trade 


agreement. 

If this deal follows the standard pattern, it 
will give US corporations the right to sue the 
NZ government for making any law changes 
that threaten corporate profits—for example, 
making it easier for workers to strike or ban¬ 
ning genetically engineered crops. 

Friendship with the American government 
means accepting the deaths of the thousands 
of innocents that have been and will be killed 
in America’s wars. 

And it means accepting attacks on the live¬ 


lihoods of workers here in NZ from both Ameri¬ 
can and New Zealand corporations. 

Instead the Labour-Alliance government 
should be following policies that are friendly to 
workers here and oppressed people around the 
world. 

They should recall the troops from Afghani¬ 
stan and publicly condemn America for its: 

• up-coming attack on Iraq; 

• plans to use nuclear weapons; 

• $US billion it gives to the Israeli military 
every year. 



Strike action needed to save Kinleith jobs 


Carter Holt Harvey (CHH) has 
announced that 400 workers at 
the Kinleith timber mill near 
Tokoroa will lose their jobs. 

CHH is justifying the redundan¬ 
cies on the grounds that Kinleith is 
not making a big enough return on 
investment, and that job cuts are 
necessary for the long-term viabil¬ 
ity of the mill. 

Yet the figures show that 
Kinleith has been earning on av¬ 
erage $500 million per year for 
CHH. 

The problem for CHH bosses 
is that world pulp and paper prices 
have bottomed out since the highs 
of 2000, when the company made 
record profits. 

Now the company wants to con¬ 
solidate its profits in a period where 
international prices are low, their 
answer is to attack workers by en¬ 
tering into another round of restruc¬ 


turing at Kinleith. 

Half of the proposed redundan¬ 
cies are to maintenance workers. 
Management plans to contract 
their work out to another company, 
who they say the laid-off workers 
will be able to work for. 

But these jobs will be for infe¬ 
rior pay, worse conditions and less 
job security. 

This is exactly what CHH 
bosses want. They believe it will 
cost them less to have the same 
work done by contractor—who will 
take a cut—than by having to em¬ 
ploy full-time workers who are part 
of a collective contract. 

That CHH thinks it can carry out 
these actions with impunity shows 
what a disaster the Engineers Un¬ 
ion’s policy of “partnership” be¬ 
tween workers and bosses at 
Kinleith has been. 

CHH has been able to bank 


huge profits while pulp and paper 
prices were high, without any 
threat of industrial action that in¬ 
terrupts the “smooth running” of the 
mill. 

Yet when profits are threatened 
they take full managerial control 
and, in this case, announce whole¬ 
sale redundancies that will devas¬ 
tate workers and their families. 

Happens again 

The same thing happened three 
years ago and 300 workers lost 
their jobs at Kinleith. 

Dick Harpur, then working at the 
mill, is a vocal critic of the latest 
redundancies. He told Socialist 
Worker that “everyone entered into 
that deal in good faith because that 
was it. Now three years later it all 
happens again.” 

Asked if he thought the Engi¬ 


neers Union’s policy of partnership 
had been successful, Harpur re¬ 
plied: “No. I don’t believe there is 
a partnership there”. 

Harpur believes workers at 
Kinleith “are starting to think about 
direct action.” 

This is what is needed. Strike 
action is the only way all workers 
at Kinleith can save their jobs. 

The Engineers Union is the big¬ 
gest union in the country. Other un¬ 
ions are also in disputes with CHH 
over its treatment of workers. 

If all these unions took com¬ 
bined action they would be 
unstoppable. 

Grassroots workers’ militancy, 
not “partnership” has to be the way 
forward for our unions. 

Otherwise—as the behaviour of 
CHH makes plain—there is noth¬ 
ing to stop bosses greed from ru¬ 
ining workers’ lives. 
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Wgtn seafarers 
support Labour 
conference lobby 

Wellington Seafarers Union leaders invited Talking Union 
columnist DON FRANKS to their stop-work meeting on Monday 
April 6 to outline the Socialist Worker-initiated lobby of the 
upcoming Labour Party conference. 

This article is based on Don’s addressed the meeting. 

I’d like to take couple of minutes to talk about the coming general 
election. 

We’re not here to ask you to give us your votes, but your in¬ 
volvement in action. 

Our aim this election is to help get some real action going on 
important workers’ issues. 

When I talk to workers about the coming election I keep hearing 
two things. 

They want the return of the more left parties back to parliament 
and they want those parties to lift their game and deliver a lot more. 
To look at just a few areas: 

• Industrial safety. This is among the worst in the world. The Council 
of Trade Unions [CTU] estimates there are 500 work-related deaths 
annually. 

• Low wages. The cleaning industry that I work in myself just set¬ 
tled a major document, which agrees that in 2003, we’ll still be tak¬ 
ing home less than $10 per hour. 

Other industries are no better. The other day I talked to a young 
bloke on a non-union building site grossing just $9. 

One of the biggest employers is the government itself. Govern¬ 
ment employees like teachers have been struggling because their 
employer isn’t prepared to pay them what they’re worth. 

• Right to strike. Although Labour’s Employment Relations Act 
gives unions more access to sites, it kept all the Employment Con¬ 
tracts Act’s penalties and restrictions on the right to strike. The CTU 
has described the ERA as “more restrictive on industrial action than 
the employment contracts Act.” 

• The bad effects of these restrictions were plainly seen during 
the wharfie’s blue with Carter Holt Harvey. 

As long as solidarity strikes remain illegal we’ll be fighting with 
one hand tied behind our backs. 

• Genetic Engineering. It’s being rushed through so a few big firms 
can make a quick buck, despite massive concern, and who knows 
what results later down the track. 

• War. The war in Afghanistan is still going, now the US is prepar¬ 
ing to attack Iraq. After that there is a long list of countries. And the 
US military is making plans to use nuclear weapons against sev¬ 
eral of them. 

The root of all these problems lies in the growth of corporate 
power. 

It’s an unfortunate probability that corporate power won’t be a 
major item of debate at the Labour Party conference. 

So we are pushing for two things. 

A big counter conference the day before the Labour Party con¬ 
ference. We’re inviting absolutely everyone who’s on our side of 
the fence. 

Hopefully there’ll be some good open discussion that can lead 
to united action. 

One projected action is a lobby of the Labour Party conference 
the following day. 

Not to abuse them—but to get workers issues smack in the mid¬ 
dle of the agenda. 

We’re inviting your active participation in the counter conference 
and the lobby of the Labour Party conference. 

■ The meeting voted to endorse the counter-conference and 
lobby and recommend that the national Seafarers Union and 
Wellington Local Affiliates Council of the CTU do the same. 


LABOUR CONFERENCE-LOBBY & COUNTER CONFERENCE 


A broad alternative to 
corporate politics 


by GRANT MORGAN 

There will be a broad lobby of 
the Labour Party’s election 
year conference on 18 May, a 
Saturday. 

The day before, a Peace & 
Justice counter-conference will 
be held at Victoria University’s 
student association building. 

A reasonable range of activ¬ 
ists from union, student, environ¬ 
mental, left and Maori organisa¬ 
tions have “signed up” to helping 
stage these events, which were 
first proposed several weeks ago 
by Socialist Worker. 

The background to the lobby 
and counter-conference are truly 
momentous global events. These 
include US war moves against 
many other countries, Israel’s 
bloody invasion of Palestine, the 
corporate drive to create a geneti¬ 
cally engineered world and the 
huge international mobilisations 
against war and capitalism. 

The political landscape in New 
Zealand is on the threshold of 
major changes, signalled by a 
shift to the left among workers, 
the melt-down in the Alliance, the 
popular hatred of corporate poli¬ 
tics and the rapid growth in the 
number of strike days. 

To be really successful, the 
lobby and counter-conference 
have to be as broad as possible. 
That means embracing every¬ 
one, including Labour Party 
members, who oppose corporate 
politics in favour of grassroots 
democracy. 

Of course many differences 
exist between many grassroots 
activists over many issues. 

But we also have wide areas 
of agreement. In the course of 
uniting in action around these 
areas, we can carry on a debate 
about our differences at the coun¬ 
ter-conference and beyond. 

Such co-operation by a range 
of activists will stimulate positive 
dynamics across the entire non¬ 
sectarian left. This is key to cre¬ 
ating a broad pole of opposition 
to a Labour Party increasingly 
committed to corporate politics. 

It will help to build a “move¬ 
ment of movements” strong 
enough to successfully oppose 
war and capitalism. 

So the lobby and counter-con- 



Christchurch nurses putting 
pressure on Labour 


ference have a strategic impor¬ 
tance as well as being important 
for their own sake. 

Perhaps participants at the 
counter-conference may want to 
issue a statement to the media 
and, in the form of a leaflet, to 
Labour Party delegates the fol¬ 
lowing day. 

Whether or not that happens, 
all activists should be encour¬ 
aged to attend the broad lobby 
to articulate their issues and en¬ 
gage with (but not abuse) Labour 
delegates. 

Putting on a mass lobby the 
day after a Peace & Justice Con¬ 
ference signals a necessary unity 
between ideas and activism. 

Socialist Worker will have par¬ 
ticular issues that we want to 
raise at both events, like a right 
to strike law and opposition to US 
war moves and corporate trade 
treaties. 

Many others will want to have 
their say around these issues too. 
As well, each can support the 
particular issues of others. 

In the days ahead, those ac¬ 
tivists who’ve “signed up” to do 
the work around the lobby and 
counter-conference will firm 
things up so we can get on with 
widespread advertising. 

As more activists come on 
board, they can be included in the 
planning and organisation. 

If you’re committed to 
working co-operatively with a 
broad range of activists, and 
want to take part in these 
events, contact Grant Morgan. 
Email gcm@actrix.gen.nz or 
ring (09) 634 3377 (days & 
evenings). 
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The way forward for the Alliance, 
leading activists speak out 


Socialist Worker asked prominent left-wing Alliance activists Jill 
Ovens and Mike Treen some questions about the split and the 
party's future direction. 

Both gave detailed responses. Unfortunately lack of space 
meant we had to cut a lot out. 

Both argued that the Alliance must work together with the 
Green Party. 


• We couldn't back down over the war 


JILL OVENS, 

Alliance party councillor, 
and president of ASTE union. 

Why did the split happen now, not 
several years ago? 

There has been concern for a 
long time about Anderton's lead¬ 
ership style, the way he treats ac¬ 
tivists and his negativity. 

I recall the 1996 election 
campaign opening broadcast on 
TV where Jim just harangued 
the viewers for about 30 min¬ 
utes. 

I felt then that we should be 
putting up a vision of what soci¬ 
ety would be like under a left- 
wing government, as well as at¬ 
tacking the new-right agenda. 
People need to believe that an¬ 
other world is possible. 

There were often policy differ¬ 
ences between Jim and the [left 
wing Alliance party ] councillors. 

However, there was broad 
agreement that we wanted to be 
part of the coalition government 
and we genuinely thought we 
would “keep Labour honest”. 

For me, the beginning of the 


end happened when Jim pre¬ 
vented Laila [Harre] from talking 
to the striking Herald workers. 

When the caucus supported 
Labour in committing troops to 
Afghanistan, that was the final 
straw. The membership all over 
the country were outraged. We 
couldn’t back down this time. 

Do you think the Alliance should 
aim to be in government with 
Labour after the next election? 

If we have the ability to push 
Alliance policies on behalf of the 
working class. This means ad¬ 
dressing the issue of cabinet col¬ 
lective responsibility, a question 
of coalition management. Also, 
having the numbers in the gov¬ 
ernment to be able to make a dif¬ 
ference. 

Do you agree that the Alliance 
should now put more emphasis 
on grass-roots activism? 

Of course. That’s the crux of 
the whole issue. Members have 
been held back from grass-roots 
activism which has always been 
our strength. 



WHAT WE THINK 


Labour in the '80s and now Anderton's MPs show that 
having a left-wing party in government is no 
guarantee that they will fight for progressive policies. 

The big question facing the left, is: How can we 
create a society that works in the interest of grass-roots 
people? 

Real power in society lies outside of parliament. 
Most power is in the hands of the corporate bosses, 
because they control society's wealth. 

This means the "profit-before-people" system can 
never be changed from above, by MPs. 

One of the slogans of the global anti-capitalist 
movement is "another world is possible". 

The growth of this movement has also shown that 
another kind of politics is possible. Politics that em¬ 
power grass-roots people by uniting millions across the 
globe in the struggle to take control of our world and 
save it from capitalism and war. 

In Aotearoa the left must work together to mobi¬ 
lise the power of grass-roots people. 


• The Alliance must mobilise pressure on the streets 


MIKE TREEN, 

Auckland Alliance activist 
instrumental in setting up the 
new Global Peace & Justice 
Auckland network. 

Why did the split happen now, not 
several years ago? 

It has become apparent that 
Anderton and his crew have be¬ 
come increasingly uncomfortable 
with Alliance policy. 

This predated the debate over 
Afghanistan and has its immedi¬ 
ate origins in Anderton’s orien¬ 
tation to promoting the interests 
of the business community as his 
first priority. 

Policies such as opposition to 


“free trade” became increasingly 
embarrassing to Anderton. 

We had the spectacle of him 
praising the Singapore free trade 
agreement at a round of Alliance 
regional conferences, when the 
Alliance had voted against the 
agreement in parliament. 

While the party was in oppo¬ 
sition this growing policy diver¬ 
gence wasn’t so apparent. I think 
the pressures that came on the 
parliamentary group, as part of 
the government, brought things 
to a head. 

Do you think the Alliance should 
aim to be in government with 
Labour after the next election? 


Working people want a La¬ 
bour-led government, as the only 
immediate alternative to a Na¬ 
tional-Act one which would in¬ 
evitably escalate attacks on work- 
ers’ rights and cutback social 
services. 

Workers on the left want the 
Alliance to be there with Labour. 

So long as there exists the pos¬ 
sibility of the government mov¬ 
ing forward with progressive poli¬ 
cies then the basis for forming a 
[Labour-Alliance] government 
will exist. 

The Alliance, however, must 
retain the right to advance its own 
policies independently of the gov¬ 
ernment and mobilise pressure 


on the streets to achieve these. 

Do you agree that the Alliance 
should now put more emphasis 
on grass-roots activism? 

Hundreds of Alliance mem¬ 
bers are involved daily in grass 
roots activism. Often this is not 
recognised because we don’t usu¬ 
ally wave our banners around at 
each and every event (maybe we 
should more often). 

But Alliance members are un¬ 
ion activists and leaders, involved 
in peace and social justice issues, 
active in groups like Wake Up 
Auckland. 

I hope a revitalised Alliance ... 
will be able to do more. 
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Global Peace & Justice Auckland is the name of a new activist network established in Auckland. 

Some 50 people gathered at Auckland’s Trade Union Centre on April 8 for the first of what will now 
be a monthly forum. 

The forums will allow groups and individuals to come together, let others know what they are doing 
and discuss how different groups, or the network as a whole, can work together. 

Likely activities include: spreading information; exchanging ideas, strategies and resources; and 
organising activities like speaking tours, seminars and protests. 

The meeting demonstrated its desire to make things happen with some practical decisions. 

The first thing agreed on was to support the international protests against war and globalisation on 
April 20 (see back page for details). 

It was also decided to support the May Day demonstration and to make a Global Peace & Justice 
banner. 

The next forum, on Monday May 6, will begin with the launch of a new book on globalisation by 
Auckland law professor and anti-globalisation campaigner Jane Kelsey. 


Unity in diversity 

Members of nearly 30 groups identified themselves—some where there 
as representatives, others as individuals. 



■ The Wake Up Auckland! campaign has mobilised thousands of Aucklanders to resist 
corporate domination of their city. 


The diversity was highlighted by members of pacifist groups sitting 
alongside people who believe an armed uprising will be needed to change 
the system. 

Those present included well-know organisations, such as the Alliance 
and Green parties and Auckland’s Water Pressure Group. 

There were Christian groups, peace groups; Maori and Pakeha groups 
that support tino rangtiratanga; organisations campaigning for human 
rights in Palestine, Indonesia and for the Tamils in Sri Lanka; trade un¬ 
ionists; and anti-globalisation activists. 

Many in the network are involved with the Wake Up Auckland cam¬ 
paign against mayor John Banks, and the GE free movement. 

About a dozen peace activists came up from Hamilton, and they may 
establish a sister group. 

There was one person each from Palmerston North and Wellington. 


What brings us together? 

The letter proposing the network listed issues such as: globalisation, 
George Bush’s “war without end”, inequalities between rich and poor, 
refugees’ rights, genetic engineering, human rights and workers’ rights 
and the power of multinational corporations. 

Discussion at the meeting stressed how these issues are linked. 

One woman had been at the recent United Nations’ conference 



MAIRE 

LEADBEATER 


What do you think about Global Peace & Justice 
Auckland? 

I think it is a very exciting development. I think 
it’s something that’s been wanted for a long time. 

Different groups will be able to collaborate and 
share resources and support each other’s activities. 

There have been efforts made in the past to do 
something similar, but they haven’t quite come off. I 
think what last night showed is that there’s a really 
huge demand for it. 

I think it’s something that needs to grow gradually. 


Why do you think it’s happening now? 

The world has become a very dangerous place. 
People are identifying a common enemy in 
globalisation. 


Has the inspiration of events like the World Social 
Forum played a part? 

Yes, people are very aware that diverse groupings 
have been getting together and working successfully 
and finding inspiration in doing that. 


In a funny way locally the Wake Up Auckland! 
coalition has been a bit like that too. You couldn’t get 
a more diverse mix of people. 

I think going through the council meetings, a situ¬ 
ation of some oppression, brought the group together. 

People realised that even though you might have 
diverse opinions, on what you’d like to see happen 
eventually, everyone can focus on certain immediately 
common problems. 

Why is unity important? 

Unity is strength. At times we do need to speak 
with a united voice. 

We’ve got the mighty corporations against us, with 
all their power and their wealth. 

We’ve got all the organs of communication against 
us too. That’s a really significant thing that affects us 
every day, that we can’t get our view point heard by 
large numbers of people, without enormous difficulty. 

But if we are united in a strong coalition then it’s 
much less easy for us to be marginalised, much more 
possible for our voices to be heard and considered. 


against racism. There, she said, many delegates had talked of global soli¬ 


darity as the alternative to corporate globalisation. 

The fact that there can be no peace without justice was stressed by a 
Palestinian speaker. He also argued for the need to fight inequality in 
New Zealand as well as around the world. 


A new type of organisation 

Because an organisation like this has not existed in Auckland before, 
the meeting agreed that the details of how it will work will evolve over 
time. 

Speaking for the organising committee, John Minto suggested that 
the network would eventually “develop a voice of its own, so it can speak 
with a strong, clear voice about the areas where we do have a common 
concern.” 

For now, organisation between forums will be carried out by the com¬ 
mittee of activists who signed the letter proposing the network. 

We plan to set up a monthly newsletter with a “what’s on” listing, an 
internet page, and a press releases annoucing the network. 


What do you think about Global Peace & Justice when there was a real chance to fight, when the Em- 
Auckland? ployment Contracts Act was introduced in 1991, they 

I think it’s a really exciting development. It’s long refused to fight, 
overdue. It will greatly strengthen the progressive Now there is a regaining of confidence, 
movement in Auckland. What we are forming is a network of grass-roots 

When we had the first meeting to organise against activists. It’s not top down. I think that grass-roots de- 

the Springbok tour in Auckland in 1981, we had 25 mocracy is very important, it means we won't be 

groups at the meeting. brought off by the sweet words of politicians. 

JOHN Last night there were 27 organisations represented. 

Obviously in 1981 it was just about one issue, this Has the inspiration of overseas events contributed? 
IVIIIM MJ j s about a much broader range of issues. Yes. The mobilisations in Seattle and Genoa have 

had a strong influence. Although I think its been a bit 
Why do you think it’s happening now? slower here. 

Things have been changing over the last three to 
four years. People are regaining confidence after al- Why is unity important? 

most 20 years of rampant new right policies. When you are fragmented you are weak. People 

For much of that time people were shell shocked, last night stressed the importance of seeing the links 

The treacherous role of the Council of Trade Un- between the different issues and being able to draw 

ions leaders in the 1980s gutted opposition. Even together. 



Part of a global movement 
of resistance 

By DAVID COLYER marched under the slogan 

“Against the Europe of capital and 
The establishment of Global war” outside the European Union 
Peace & Justice Auckland summit in Barcelona, Spain, 
reflects a global trend towards A week later, Rome, Italy, 
cooperation on the left. came to a standstill as three mil- 

This was first highlighted dur- lion workers protested against the 
ing the anti-capitalist protests right-wing government of Silvio 
against the World Trade Organi- Berlusconi. His government is one 
sation meeting in Seattle in late- of the major European supporters 
November 1999. of the war. 

Since then the “spirit of Seattle” It’s not just in Europe and the 
has swept the globe, uniting many America’s that these things are 
strands of resistance against the happening, 
capitalist world order. March also saw soldiers in 

Since then the networks have Papua New Guinea mutiny for 
spread and the protests have the third time in two years. They 
grown. were demanding an end to free 

On 21 July last year 300,000 market policies such as privati- 
marched against the G8 summit sation and that the World Bank 
of the world’s eight most powerful leave the country, 
leaders. In Australia opposition to the 

Then came the September 11 policy of mandatory detention (im- 
attacks in the US. prisonment) of refugees has be¬ 

come a focus of the anti-capital- 
Continued ist mood. 

Growing numbers of people 
Supporters of corporate and there are outraged at the hypoc- 
military globalisation tried to link risy of governments who promote 
opponents of capitalism to Osama the free movement of money and 
Bin Laden. Many political pundits trade, but not people; and who 
claimed (and hoped) that the war wage wars in the name of human 
would spell the end of the global rights, but who treat refugees flee- 
anti-capitalist movement. ing these conflicts as criminals. 

But the movement has contin- On Palm Sunday March 24 
ued to grow. 20,000 marched in Melbourne 

For many people the war has and 10,000 in Sydney to demand 

highlighted the insane lengths our the freeing of the refugees, 
rulers are prepared to go to in The next weekend 1000 anti- 
their endless quest for profit and capitalists camped in the desert 

power. near the remote Woomera deten- 

Since December last year, the tion centre. They worked with 

ordinary people of Argentina have refugees to tear down metal and 

had a series of uprisings to stop razor wire fences. 50 refugees es- 

their government following the caped. 15 remain free, 
free-market policies imposed by In Aotearoa, as in Australia, op- 
the World Bank and International position to the profit-driven priori- 
Monetary Fund. ties of our rulers has tended to fo- 

Early February saw 70,000 cus around particular campaigns, 
anti-capitalists gather in Porto Last year at least 15,000 
Alegre, Brazil, for the World So- marched in Auckland against the 
cial Forum. corporate-science of genetic en- 

At the same time 20,000 pro- gineering. 
tested against the bosses’World Already this year thousands 
Economic Forum in New York, have protested against the big- 
And 10,000 demonstrated against business agenda of John Banks’ 
the Nato summit in Munich, Ger- Auckland City Council, 
many. It is significant that Global 

Last month saw two massive Peace & Justice Auckland unites 
demonstrations in Europe. activists from both these cam- 

On March 17, 500,000 people paigns, along with many others. 
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Zimbabwe labour 
movement debates 
response to poll fraud 


Zimbabwe, in southern Africa, remains in turmoil after president Robert Mugabe used violence and 
intimidation to win the recent election. 

The International Socialist Organisation (ISO), Socialist Worker’s sister group, is playing an important 
role in opposing Mugabe’s dictatorship. 

Here we reprint an article from Australia’s Green Left Weekly, March 27, 2002, which outlines the situation 
in Zimbabwe and the role of the ISO. 


MDC leader Morgan 
Tsvangirai, will he do 
a deal with Mugabe? 



By NORM DIXON 

In the aftermath of the rigged 
March 9-10 presidential election, 
Zimbabwe’s trade unions and 
the opposition Movement for 
Democratic Change (MDC) have 
failed to lead serious mass 
mobilisations to block the return 
of the authoritarian capitalist 
regime of President Robert 
Mugabe. 

The working class and poor of 
Zimbabwe’s cities and towns 
have, along with rural trade un¬ 
ion members, born the brunt of 
the undemocratic and violent tac¬ 
tics used by Mugabe’s Zimbabwe 
African National Union-Patriotic 
Front (ZANU-PF) before and 
during the poll. 

ZANU-PF immediately inten¬ 
sified its repression following 
Mugabe’s victory. Police pre¬ 
vented a Zimbabwe Congress of 
Trade Unions (ZCTU) meeting 
going ahead on March 14; claim¬ 
ing it was a “political gathering”. 
While charges of high treason 
continue to be pursued against 
Morgan Tsvangirai and two other 
MDC leaders over a discredited 
claim that they have plotted to 
kill Mugabe. 

In contrast to Mugabe’s con¬ 
tinuing hostility towards the la¬ 
bour movement and opposition, 
his March 17 inauguration speech 
in Flarare offered an olive branch 
to his erstwhile “imperialist” and 
capitalist enemies (Mugabe had 
previously claimed that his poll 
win was “a stunning blow to im¬ 
perialism”). 


But with the election now out 
of the way, Mugabe has promised 
to restore business confidence by 
controlling government spending, 
and stimulating national exports 
and foreign investment. 

The speech amounted to a 
commitment to resume the gov¬ 
ernment’s stalled Millennium 
Economic Recovery Programme 
of privatisation, deregulation and 
austerity based on the prescrip¬ 
tions of the International Mon¬ 
etary Fund and the World Bank. 

The government’s mouth¬ 
piece, the Herald, reported on 
March 21 that Zimbabwe’s top 
capitalist associations—including 
the Confederation of Zimbabwe 
Industries (CZI) and Commer¬ 
cial Farmers Union (CFU), both 
dominated by white capitalists— 
met with Mugabe on March 20 to 
“congratulate him and indicate 
their willingness to work with the 
government in resuscitating the 
economy”. 

The CFU was rewarded with 
assurances that rich farmers “will¬ 
ing to work with the government” 
will have their “security issues 
and all areas of concern” ad¬ 
dressed. A government spokes¬ 
person said Mugabe assured busi¬ 
ness leaders that “he is for greater 
productivity on the farms” and 
for boosting production of “criti¬ 
cal crops”, signalling that the gov- 
ernment’s land redistribution 
programme may soon be moder¬ 
ated. 

While Western governments 
have loudly claimed they are get¬ 
ting “tough” with Mugabe—by 


invoking token “smart sanctions” 
and demanding Zimbabwe’s sus¬ 
pension from the Common¬ 
wealth—behind the scenes they 
have worked to find a compro¬ 
mise that allows both them and 
Mugabe to save face—and avoid 
a situation in which Zimbabwe’s 
masses may take matters into 
their own hands. 

With the quiet endorsement of 
London and Washington, presi¬ 
dents Thabo Mbeki of South Af¬ 
rica and Olusegun Obasanjo of 
Nigeria have been pressing 
Mugabe to form a government of 
national unity, with Tsvangirai’s 
MDC as junior partner. 

Such a government would not 
have to re-run the election. For 
the West, and their closest Afri¬ 
can allies Mbeki and Obasanjo, 
concern for democracy is just a 
convenient cover for their real 
goal: a return to compliance with 
neo-liberal economic policies and 
respect for private property. 

While Tsvangirai in public says 
he prefers a “transitional” gov¬ 
ernment that will prepare a new 
election, behind closed doors he 
is reported to have accepted 
Mbeki and Obasanjo’s proposal. 

Arguing that Mugabe and 
Tsvangirai were still considering 
joining forces, Mbeki, Obasanjo 
and Australian prime minister 
John Howard—the “troika” ap¬ 
pointed by the Commonwealth to 
respond to the report of the Com¬ 
monwealth’s election monitors— 
on March 19 agreed to the largely 
symbolic penalty of suspending 
Zimbabwe from the Common- 
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Student activists and supporters celebrate their release from prison. 


wealth’s top councils for one year. 
No economic or sports sanctions 
were proposed. 

At the centre of the agitation 
for a militant response to 
Mugabe’s poll fraud is a develop¬ 
ing united left front in which the 
young members of the Interna¬ 
tional Socialist Organisation of 
Zimbabwe (ISOZ), the country’s 
only revolutionary socialist party, 
play an influential role. 

The front also includes the 
printing, engineering and con¬ 
struction unions, the Progressive 
Teachers Union (PTUZ), the 
Zimbabwe National Students 
Union (ZINASU), Students 
Against Privatisation (SAP) and 
the National Union of University 
Students (NUU). 

The recently launched Zimba¬ 
bwe Indymedia web site <http:// 
zimbabwe.indymedia.org> has be¬ 
come an important outlet for the 
radical left’s views and discussions. 

Before the election, the MDC 
and its supporters within the 
ZCTU leadership argued against 
mass action to defeat the govern¬ 
ment’s anti-union laws and to 
counter the escalating violence 
and intimidation. Instead, work¬ 
ers were urged to be patient and 
wait for the election of Tsvangirai. 

This strategy played into the 
hands of Mugabe. In its assess¬ 
ment of the election result, the 
ISOZ argued that the MDC’s 
defeat could not simply be 
blamed on the government vio¬ 
lence and poll rigging. It also re¬ 
flected disillusionment among 
“advanced” workers with the 
MDC’s neo-liberal, pro-privatisa¬ 
tion economic policies and its 


“consistent refusal to back work¬ 
ers actions” since the June 2000 
parliamentary election. 

Following the poll the MDC 
have chosen to rely on threats of 
legal action and appeals to West¬ 
ern governments, rather than 
mobilise the 1.2 million mainly 
working-class people who, even 
on the government’s deflated fig¬ 
ures, voted for Tsvangirai. 

The inaction of the MDC and 
ZCTU leaders prompted the 
ISOZ and its allies on March 17 
to urge workers to “demand 
that your union and ZCTU call 
for an indefinite general strike, 
and mass action, supported by 
a united front of progressive 
organisations”. 


“The leaders of the opposition 
and the labour movement... are 
failing to give direction or openly 
call for stayaways [strikes] or 
mass action ... instead they hang 
on Western imperialist aprons or 
pray for a government of national 
unity with the dictator”, the ISOZ 
explained. 

Under mounting pressure 
from its ranks, the ZCTU reluc¬ 
tantly and belatedly called a na¬ 
tional three-day stayaway begin¬ 
ning March 20. 

However, the ZCTU re¬ 
stricted the demands of the action 
and did not call for the removal 
of the Mugabe regime. 

According to accounts on 
Indymedia, the stayaway was 


poorly publicised and most 
ZCTU structures remained unin¬ 
volved. 

The combined effect of gov¬ 
ernment repression, demobilisa¬ 
tion and the general demoralisa¬ 
tion that followed Mugabe’s re¬ 
turn to power meant that the 
stayaway was poorly heeded. 

Nevertheless, the ISOZ is right 
in arguing that the labour move¬ 
ment needs to return “to the tra¬ 
ditions of 1997-98” when militant 
mass action forced the Mugabe 
regime to reverse its anti-worker 
economic policies. “In Madagas¬ 
car today and in Serbia in 2000, 
mass action booted out dictators 
who had stolen elections. This is 
what we must do now.” 


Appeal to support Socialist Worker in 

Zimbabwe & Aotearoa 

Socialist Worker has responded to the 
request of Zimbabwe socialists for money to 
help their life-and-death struggle. 

Half the money from this appeal will be 
sent to our comrades in Zimbabwe. 

Please give generously. The Socialist 
Worker papers published in Zimbabwe and 
Aotearoa are both voices of grassroots 
liberation. 


list 3 

THANKS TO 

AUCKLAND: A&BL $30; Bob vR 
$20; Leo B $20; Percy $5; Rick $10; S A 
$50; Tim $500. HAMILTON: Ross $50. 
BAY OF PLENTY: George $160; 
branch $106. WELLINGTON: Jim D 
$15; KM $30; MG $60; others $122. 
OTHER AREAS: John T $30. 
INTERNATIONAL: Kyle $117.15; 
Michelle $48.65; Graham Y $60. 


1 




Send donations to 

Box 13-685 
Auckland 

(Make cheques out to In Print Publishing) 
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r The truth a6out the Queen Mother 


The Queen Mother was a racist 
snob who excelled in 
extravagant living. Amid all the 
nauseating tributes paid to her 
since her death, here are some 
facts to remember. 

The Queen Mother referred 
to Black people as “nig-nogs”. 
She backed White minority 
rule in Rhodesia [now Zimba¬ 
bwe]. She opposed immigra¬ 
tion, and thought Black Afri¬ 
cans incapable of running their 
own countries. 

She enjoyed luxury beyond 
most people’s wildest dreams— 
her fortune was estimated at 
$200 million. She had five homes 
and a small army of 80 long-suf¬ 
fering servants were employed 
to look after her. 


She squandered millions on 
vintage champagne, racehorses 
and parties. In her will she even 
left money to “her darlings”, her 
racehorses. 

The Queen Mother was vi¬ 
cious to anyone she thought un¬ 
dermined the royal family. Her 
treatment of the royal nanny 
Marion Crawford was described 
by one writer as “symptomatic of 
the ruthless and brutal cold¬ 
heartedness of that family and 
the way they treat the victims 
they leave in their wake who 
have generally done them great 
service”. 

The Second World War has 
been portrayed by the media as 
the Queen Mother’s greatest 
hour, when she supposedly stuck 



by the people of London during 
the Blitz. But in reality, she con¬ 
tinued to live the life of luxury. 

East Enders booed, jeered 
and pelted the Queen Mother 
with rubbish when she made a 
tour of east London during the 
war. She believed her pampered 
appearance would “raise mo¬ 
rale”. It just showed how she still 
lived the high life while every¬ 
one else endured rationing. 

And before the war, the 
Queen Mother supported mak¬ 
ing concessions to Hitler and the 
Nazis. She once sent a copy of 
Hitler’s Mein Kampf to a friend, 
saying, “Even a skip through 
gives you a good idea of his ob¬ 
vious sincerity.” 

Truly a granny from hell. 


NEW CENTURY, OLD BATTLES 

AN ACTIVIST RESPONSE TO GLOBALISATION, WAR & THE ELECTION 

Speaking tour by Murray Horton 

Murray Horton is the organiser for the Campaign Against Foreign 
Control of Aotearoa (CAFCA), based in Christchurch. He speaks 
on the fundamental issues that are not being addressed by 
politicians or the mainstream media: 

• Corporate globalisation and the transnational 
corporations and international institutions which drive 
it. This is the greatest threat to peace and democracy. 

• War, the inevitable outcome of the whole process. 

• The election. Where are our politicians taking New 
Zealand? 

•And, most importantly, what we can do about these 
issues. 

Monday 15— Whangarei. Contact: George Skuse, (09) 4386887, 
skuse@paradise.net.nz 

Tuesday 16 —Hamilton. Contact: Jim Holdom, (07) 8555699, 
jholdom@ihug.co.nz 

Thursday 18 —Gisborne. Contact: Catherine Delahunty 

025 588266, gjackman@clear.net.nz 

Friday 19 —Palmerston North. Contact: Dion Martin, 

(06) 3569658 

Monday 22 —Wellington. Contacts: Desigin Thulkanam, 

(04) 4738566 Desigin.Thulkanam@vuw.ac.nz 

CAFCA. Campaign Against Foreign Control of Aotearoa 
Box 2258, Christchurch, New Zealand 
cafca@chch.planet.org.nz 
www.cafca.org.nz 


AUCKLAND 

MAYDAY 

MARCH 



March on International Workers’ Day—May 1st, 
for workers’ rights and international solidarity 

Wednesday 5:30pm from QE2 
Sq Downtown, March up 
Queen St, rally at Aotea Sq. 

Social 7pm Trades Flail 147 Great North Road Grey Lynn 

This year in Auckland we are marching to: 

• Oppose the privatising plans of Mayor John Banks 
and his council. Keep council services; preserve 
pensioner housing. Banks Out! Pensioners In! 

• Defend workers' rights—scrap all anti-strike 
laws. There are still many restrictions on the legal 
right to strike. Workers and their unions can be 
fined tens of thousands of dollars if a strike is 
deemed “illegal”. 

• Oppose New Zealand's involvement in US-led 
wars of aggression. 

• Solidarity with the Palestinian people. 

Contact Daphna Whitmore, May Day Committee, 

025 2629927 or 276 1190 
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CONTACT THE 
SOCIALISTS 
IN YOUR AREA 


★ NORTHLAND 


Phone: Vaughan (09) 433 8897 
Email: vaughang@ihug.co.nz 


★ AUCKLAND 


Meets 7.30pm every Monday at the 
Trade Union Centre, 147 Great North Rd, 
Grey Lynn. Transport available. 

Phone: Len 634 3984 
Email: socialist-worker@pl.net 


★TAURANGA 


Phone: Tony 544 1859 
Email: hatosnell@hotmail.com 


★ ROTORUA 


Phone: Bernie 345 9853 
Email: bernieh@clear.net.nz 


★ WELLINGTON 


Meets 7.30pm every Monday at Room 2, 
Crossways (back entrance), Elizabeth St, 
Mt Victoria. 

Phone: Gordon 972 2296 
Email: gfarris@i4free.co.nz 


★ CHRISTCHURCH 


Phone: Don 385 5268 
Email: dwa@netaccess.co.nz 


★ NATIONAL OFFICE 


Socialist Worker members elsewhere in 
Aotearoa and our sister organisations 
overseas can be contacted through 
Socialist Worker's national office. 

Phone: (09) 634 3984 

Fax: (09) 634 3936 

Write: PO Box 13-685 Auckland 

Email: socialist-worker@pl.net 


Socialist Worker 
is on the internet 

http-//au.geocities.com/swo_nz/ 


Socialist Worker 

WHERE WE STAND 



SOCIALISM 

Capitalism is a system of exploitation 
which generates inequality, crisis and war. 
Although workers create society’s wealth, 
it is controlled by the ruling class for its 
own selfish ends. 

Socialism can only be built when the 
working class takes control of social 
wealth and democratically plans its 
production and distribution to meet 
human needs, not private profits. This will 
eliminate all class divisions in society. 

Stalinist countries such as China and 
Cuba, just like the former Soviet Union 
and the Eastern bloc, have nothing to do 
with socialism. They are state capitalist. 
We support the struggles of workers 
against every dictatorial stalinist ruling 
class. 

REVOLUTION NOT REFORMISM 

The present system cannot be 
reformed to end exploitation and oppres¬ 
sion, contrary to what Alliance, Labour 
and union leaders claim. It must be 
overthrown by the working class. 

Capitalism’s parliament, army, police 
and judiciary protect the ruling class. 
These institutions cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 

To pave the way to socialism the 
working class needs a new kind of 
state—a democratic workers state based 
on workers councils and workers militia. 

INTERNATIONALISM 

Workers in every country are exploited 
by capitalism, so the struggle for social¬ 
ism is global. 

We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. We fight 
racism and imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. We support all 
genuine national liberation struggles. 


We are internationalists because 
socialism depends on spreading working 
class revolutions around the world. 

LIBERATION FROM 
OPPRESSION 

We fight for democratic rights. We 
oppose the oppression of women, Maori, 
Pacific Islanders, lesbians and gays. 

All forms of oppression are used to 
divide the working class. 

We support the right of all oppressed 
groups to organise for their own defence. 
Their liberation is essential to socialist 
revolution and impossible without it. 

TINO RANGATIRATANGA 

We support the struggle for Maori self 
determination. 

The government’s approach to Treaty 
claims has benefited a Maori elite while 
doing little for working class Maori. 

Tino rangatiratanga cannot be 
achieved within capitalism. It will only 
become a reality with the establishment 
of a workers’ state. 

REVOLUTIONARY PARTY 

To achieve socialism the most militant 
sections of the working class have to be 
organised into a mass revolutionary 
socialist party. 

We are in the early stages of building 
such a party through involvement in the 
day-to-day struggles of workers and the 
oppressed. 

The Socialist Workers Organisation 
must grow in size and influence to provide 
leadership in the struggle for working class 
self-emancipation. 

We need to revitalise the unions with a 
rank-and-file movement. 

If you like our ideas and want to fight 
for socialism, then join us. 


r — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — n 

® If you like reading Socialist Worker, send in this form: * 

| D I want to attend a socialist meeting | 

* □ I want to join the Socialist Workers Organisation * 

» □ I want to subscribe to Socialist Worker (posted to you each fortnight, . 

a enclose $30 for a year) I 

j NAME. PHONE. f 

S ADDRESS. S 

j EMAIL. j 

I Post to Socialist Worker, PO Boc 13-685 Auckland I 
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Kaimahi Whakahuihui 



“The Bush programme threatens all of humanity. It must 
be stopped, and the only force that can change this 
dangerous course is the global people’s movement.” 

That’s the call from International A.N.S.W.E.R., an American peace coalition. 

They have put out a call for April 20 to be an “International Day of Protest Against War 
and Racism”. 

In the United States, organising centres in nearly 100 cities around the country are 
mobilizing for the National March Against War & Racism at the White House in Washing¬ 
ton DC and for the West Coast march in San Francisco. 

The Washington march is part of four days of protest focused on a meeting of the World 
Bank and International Monetary Fund in the city. Israel’s war criminal prime minister 
Ariel Sharon will also be in town. 

Protests are also planned in cities across Latin America, Japan and Europe. 

You can take part here in Aotearoa: 

★ CHRISTCHURCH: meet 1pm, by 
the Chalice, Cathedral Square. 

★ WELLINGTON: meet 12pm, Cuba 
Mall. 

★ AUCKLAND: meet 12pm, in QE2 
Square, Down Town. 

★ WHANGAREI: meet 11am, in 
Cameron Street Mall. 


Why you 
should protest 
on April 20 


From International A.N.S.W.E.R. 

statement. 

• US and British military forces are 
continuing the war in Afghani¬ 
stan—a war that is far from over. 
In recent weeks the US has dis¬ 
patched troops to the Philippines, 
Yemen and the Republic of Geor¬ 
gia, and announced plans to step 
up military intervention in Colom¬ 
bia and Peru. 

• The US / Israeli war against the 
Palestinian people, who are cou¬ 
rageously and determinedly re¬ 
sisting overwhelming force. 

• A new US assault on Iraq—a coun¬ 
try devastated by more than 11 
years of bombing and blockade— 
is no longer a matter of if but when 
according to the Bush administra¬ 
tion war planners. 

• New plans for nuclear war against 
seven countries, five of them non¬ 
nuclear powers, has been sent to 
congress by the Pentagon. These 
plans defy international law, inter¬ 
national treaties and the most el¬ 
emental of human rights. 

• To fund their maniacal military 
plans, the Bush administration is 
calling for the Pentagon budget to 
be increased to a half-trillion ($US 
500,000,000,000) by 2007, more 
than the combined military spend¬ 
ing of all other countries on the 
planet! 










